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Abstract:

As higher education becomes increasingly internationalized,
multilingual competence has emerged as a critical capability for
prospective language teachers. However, limited empirical evidence
explains how English language proficiency is perceived within Arabic
Language Education as part of a broader multilingual repertoire. This
explanatory sequential mixed-methods study investigated the
perceptions of 18 international undergraduate students in an Arabic
Language Education program at an Indonesian university.
Quantitative data were collected through a 30-item questionnaire and
subsequently elaborated using semi-structured interviews with six
purposively selected participants. Descriptive statistics and thematic
analysis were integrated through joint displays to generate
meta-inferences. The findings reveal that students perceive English
primarily as an academic resource for accessing scholarly literature,
digital technologies, professional development, and international
engagement. Five interrelated factors shaped these perceptions:
academic needs, career aspirations, technology integration,
international exposure, and previous learning experiences. The study
further demonstrates that English complements rather than competes
with Arabic, Indonesian, and regional languages, forming a functional
multilingual repertoire that supports academic readiness, professional
preparation, and global engagement. Based on the integrated findings,
the study proposes a multilingual competence model that connects
contextual factors, positive perceptions of English proficiency, and
educational outcomes. These findings contribute to multilingual
teacher education and provide practical implications for curriculum
internationalization in Arabic Language Education.
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