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Challenges of teaching "Moral philosophy" in Arabic to non-
native speakers:
A Field Study on South Sudanese Students.
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Abstract

This study examines the challenges faced by South Sudanese students, non-native Arabic
speakers, in studying the Moral Philosophy course at the Faculty of Arts, Cairo University
— Khartoum Branch. The findings reveal two main obstacles: linguistic and cultural.
Analyses showed that most students had not reached the academic proficiency required to
understand philosophical texts, and abstract Arabic philosophical terms posed significant

difficulties. Additionally, the texts were structurally complex, further hindering
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comprehension. The study also found that the most effective teaching methods were
bilingual explanations (Arabic and English), simplified summaries, and cultural examples,
whereas literal translation was the least effective. Statistical analyses indicated a positive
correlation between language proficiency and academic achievement (r = 0.54, p < 0.01).
The results emphasize the importance of adopting a unified Arabic teaching strategy that
includes bilingual dictionaries, comparative curricula, and practical training units to
enhance students’ understanding of philosophical concepts. This study contributes to the
literature on teaching philosophy and Arabic as a second language and promotes

intercultural dialogue between the Arab world and Africa.
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