The Urgency of Understanding Arab Culture through Colloquial
Arabic for Learners of Arabic: A Conceptual Study
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Abstract

This article, as a conceptual study, examines the urgency of understanding Arab culture
through Colloquial Arabic among learners of Arabic. Language instruction in many
educational institutions has traditionally focused on Modern Standard Arabic, whereas the
social reality of the Arab world reflects the predominance of Colloquial Arabic as a
medium of daily communication. Colloquial Arabic is not merely a linguistic variation
but also a representation of culture, values, and social practices within Arab societies. By
engaging with Colloquial Arabic, learners gain more authentic access to Arab culture,
whether in social interaction, traditions, humor, or emotional expressions. This study
emphasizes that introducing Colloquial Arabic into Arabic language programs—though

not necessarily as the primary focus of the curriculum—is essential for developing
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intercultural competence and for deepening learners’ understanding of contemporary
Arab life.

Keywords : Colloquial Arabic; Arab culture; Arabic language learning; intercultural
competence
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